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the whole of the Roman Empire, it is obvious that among the ancestors
of the world's present population many marriages between relations
must have taken place, die degree of kinship varying according to race.

OLDEST  GENEALOGICAL   TABLES

Of the 2,000,000,000 now living there are very few who can trace
back their ancestors beyond the fourth generation. Even when it came
to setting down the dates of their great-grandparents they would find
themselves in difficulties.

Only those of noble stock have tended their family trees for any
length of time. The oldest English families pride themselves on being
able to trace back their ancestry to the time of William the Conqueror.

It has always been the endeavour of families which ha^e come into
power to cast a halo of superhuman ancestry round their ob$cure origins.
Lilers of Japan, Egypt,

It was not only the rulers of Japan, Egypt, and Peru that declared
themselves to be the "children of the sun god," Eleven tribes of
Greece alone, not to mention the royal houses of Sparta and Macedonia
and the Roman family of the Fabii, claimed Hercules, the son of the
mother of the gods, as their first progenitor.
NAPOLEON'S  ANCESTRY
Most of the princely houses of Germany asserted themselves to be the
descendants of Odin. Caesar built a temple in Rome to his reputed
ancestress Venus, and resourceful genealogists presented Napoleon with
a pedigree that went back to Caesar; actually Napoleon's family came
from Crete, where in the time of the Crusades it went by the Greek
name of Kalomeros, the meaning of which is the same as that of the
Italian form Buonaparte.
Even now there are family trees in Phana, the aristocratic Greek -
quarter of Stamboul, that go back to Aristotle, or even as far as Ulysses.
Pope Innocent X (1650), of the House of Pamphili, maintained that
he had sprung from Numa Pompilius, the second king of Rome
(600 B.C.); Maria Theresa of Austria, on the other hand, was supposed
merely to have smiled when presented with a family tree that went back
to Scipio, the conqueror of Hannibal.
ORIGINS   OF   EMPERORS
From Widukind or Widdekind, the opponent of Charlemagne,
derive on the maternal side the Saxon emperors and, through Otto the
Great's nephew, Hugh Capet, the royal houses of France. The princely
houses of Anhalt, Brunswick, Oldenburg (Denmark), and Savoy (Italy)
also claim Widukind as their ancestor.                 ,                             i
The Merovingians, who founded the kingdom of the Franks in*
the 5th century, originated with Marobodius, chief of the Marcomanni
(themselves related to the Suebi, the present Swabians), who had*
conquered Bohemia (" the home of the [Celtic] Boii") about the time
of the birth of Christ*   A branch of the Merovingians, who became